
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
   

 

  
  

 
      

 
  

 
       

 

   

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
  

Cannabis Advisory Committee 
Meeting Minutes – March 27, 2019  

 Hilton Sacramento Arden West – Grand Ballroom 
2200 Harvard Street, Sacramento, CA 95815 

Members Present (18): 
Avis Bulbulyan 
Timmen Cermak  
Bill Dombrowski 
Jeff Ferro 
Kristin Heidelbach-Teramoto 
Eric Hirata 
Arnold  Leff  
Kristin Lynch 
Kristin Nevedal 
Joe Nicchitta 
Matt Rahn 
Keith Stephenson 
James Sweeney 
Tamar  Todd  
Helena Williams 
David Woolsey 
Ben Wu 
Beverly Yu 

Members Absent (4): 
Matt Clifford 
Alice Huffman 
Catherine Jacobson 
LaVonne Peck 

Bureau of Cannabis Control (Bureau) Executive Staff Present 
Lori Ajax – Bureau Chief 
Tamara Colson – Assistant Chief Counsel 
Andre Jones – Assistant Chief of External and Intergovernmental Affairs 



 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

  

 

 
 

 
   

     

     

     

     

      

California Department of Public Health (CDPH) Executive Staff Present 
Miren Klein – Assistant Deputy Director, Center for Environmental Health 

California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) Executive Staff Present 
Richard Parrot – Director, CalCannabis Cultivation Licensing Division 

Minutes Taken By 
Kaila Fayne, Legal Analyst, Bureau of Cannabis Control 

1. Call to Order, and Establishment of a Quorum 

Matt Rahn, Cannabis Advisory Committee (Committee) Chair, called the meeting to order. 
Meeting official start time noted as 10:04 AM. 

Roll was taken, 18 Committee members were present. Quorum was established. 

Committee Comment: 0 Comments 

Public Comment: 0 Comments 

2. Review and Approval of November 8, 2018 Cannabis Advisory Committee Meeting 
Minutes 

The Committee reviewed the November 8, 2018 draft meeting minutes.  

Committee Comment: 3 Comments 
Committee Member Sweeney motioned to approve the draft minutes. Committee Member 
Ferro seconded the motion. 
Committee Member Nicchitta asked for a spell check on his name throughout the document. 
Chair Rahn responded that a spell check will be done. 

Public Comment: 0 Comments 

Roll call was taken, the motion to approve the November 8, 2018 draft meeting minutes passed on 
a 14-0 vote. 4 members abstained. 

Avis Bulbulyan ✓ 
Timmen Cermak ✓ 
Matt Clifford ✓ 
Bill Dombrowski ✓ 
Jeff Ferro ✓ 

NAME YEA NAY ABSTAIN ABSENT RECUSAL 



 
     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

      

     

     

     

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Kristin Heidelbach-
Teramoto 

✓ 

Eric Hirata ✓ 
Alice Huffman ✓ 
Catherine Jacobson ✓ 
Arnold Leff ✓ 
Kristin Lynch ✓ 
Kristin Nevedal ✓ 
Joe Nicchitta ✓ 
LaVonne Peck ✓ 
Matt Rahn ✓ 
Keith Stephenson ✓ 
James Sweeney ✓ 
Tamar Todd ✓ 
Helena Williams ✓ 
David Woolsey ✓ 
Ben Wu ✓ 
Beverly Yu ✓ 

3. Informational Presentation: “Worker Health and Safety in the Cannabis Industry” 
(Amalia Neidhardt, MPH/CIH/CSP, Senior Safety Engineer, Cal/OSHA Research 
and Standards Occupational Health Unit) 

Chair Rahn introduced Amalia Neidhardt, MPH/CIH/CSP, Senior Safety Engineer, 
Cal/OSHA Research and Standards Occupational Health Unit. Ms. Neidhardt gave a 
presentation on the California Occupational Health and Safety Administration (Cal/OSHA) 
program, its consultation services, and the resources available to cannabis businesses and 
employees.   

Committee Comment: 1 Comment 
Committee Member Ferro thanked Ms. Neidhardt for presenting this information to the 
Committee and explained that this presentation was not intended to scare anyone, but to help 
businesses that have been operating in the dark and sometimes in unsafe conditions.  

Public Comment: 0 Comments 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
   

     

     

     

     

      

 
     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

      

     

     

     

4. Discussion and Possible Action to Elect Cannabis Advisory Committee Chair and 
Vice Chair 

Lindsay Nitta facilitated the election process. A brief overview of the process was given. 

Committee Comment: 7 Comments 
Committee Member Leff nominated Committee Member Ferro for Chair. 
Committee Member Ferro accepted the nomination and thanked Chair Rahn for his work as 
Chair during the Committee’s first year. He added that since he deals with cannabis full time in 
his day-to-day operations and interacts with people from many different parts of the industry, it 
will be a nice shift to have someone who can advocate for both committee members and the 
cannabis community. 

Roll call was taken, Committee Member Ferro was voted as Committee Chair on a 18-0 vote. 

Avis Bulbulyan ✓ 
Timmen Cermak ✓ 
Matt Clifford ✓ 
Bill Dombrowski ✓ 
Jeff Ferro ✓ 
Kristin Heidelbach-
Teramoto 

✓ 

Eric Hirata ✓ 
Alice Huffman ✓ 
Catherine Jacobson ✓ 
Arnold Leff ✓ 
Kristin Lynch ✓ 
Kristin Nevedal ✓ 
Joe Nicchitta ✓ 
LaVonne Peck ✓ 
Matt Rahn ✓ 
Keith Stephenson ✓ 
James Sweeney ✓ 
Tamar Todd ✓ 
Helena Williams ✓ 
David Woolsey ✓ 
Ben Wu ✓ 
Beverly Yu ✓ 

NAME YEA NAY ABSTAIN ABSENT RECUSAL 



The election for Vice Chair commenced immediately following the election of the Committee 
Chair. 

Committee Member Sweeney nominated Vice Chair Todd to continue as Committee Vice 
Chair. Vice Chair Todd accepted the nomination.  
Chair Ferro nominated Committee Member Bulbulyan as Vice Chair. Committee Member 
Bulbulyan declined the nomination and added that he would prefer Vice Chair Todd to 
continue her role as Committee Vice Chair. 
Vice Chair Todd also thanked Committee Member Rahn for his service as Committee Chair 
and added that she is excited to continue working with all the members and advising the 
licensing authorities on the best practices and guidelines. 

Roll call was taken, Vice Chair Todd was re-elected as Cannabis Advisory Committee Vice 
Chair on a 18-0 vote. 

NAME YEA NAY ABSTAIN ABSENT RECUSAL 

 

   

     

     

     

     

      

 
     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

      

     

     

     

Avis Bulbulyan ✓ 
Timmen Cermak ✓ 
Matt Clifford ✓ 
Bill Dombrowski ✓ 
Jeff Ferro ✓ 
Kristin Heidelbach- ✓ 
Teramoto 
Eric Hirata ✓ 
Alice Huffman ✓ 
Catherine Jacobson ✓ 
Arnold Leff ✓ 
Kristin Lynch ✓ 
Kristin Nevedal ✓ 
Joe Nicchitta ✓ 
LaVonne Peck ✓ 
Matt Rahn ✓ 
Keith Stephenson ✓ 
James Sweeney ✓ 
Tamar Todd ✓ 
Helena Williams ✓ 
David Woolsey ✓ 
Ben Wu ✓ 
Beverly Yu ✓ 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Public Comment: 0 comments 

Additional Committee Comment: 1 comment 
Committee Member Rahn commented that it was a pleasure serving as Committee Chair 
during the past year and that it was a great experience. He added that the Committee and Bureau 
staff worked well together during the Committee’s first year, setting a careful and clear tone for 
the role the Advisory Committee plays. 

Committee Member Rahn called for a recess at 10:40AM. Chair Ferro called the Committee 
back into session at 10:52AM. 

5. Discussion and Possible Action on the Cannabis Advisory Committee Handbook 

The Committee discussed making any changes or updates to the Cannabis Advisory 
Committee Handbook (“Handbook”). 

Committee Comment: 5 Comments  
Committee Member Nicchitta commented that during the November 8 committee meeting, the 
committee discussed making changes to the Handbook regarding how meeting agendas are 
created. 
Chair Ferro responded that the Committee motioned and changed the agenda item previously 
titled “Future Agenda Items” to “Discussion on Future Agenda Items and Possible Action on 
Creating Next Meeting’s Agenda” to allow members to create agenda items for future meetings. 
Committee Member Sweeney commented that one of the items that seemed to be a lower 
priority was equity and that he would like to see that topic to be agendized for the Committee to 
discuss. Chair Ferro responded that he will make it a priority to place the topic of equity on an 
agenda. 
Committee Member Cermak commented that on all the other committees he has served on, the 
creation of the agenda was left up to the committee chair. This process works when committee 
members put forward all the topics they wished to discuss, and the chair ensured that everyone’s 
topics were addressed. 

Public Comment: 2 comments 
Dale Schaefer: Mr. Schafer commented that the CDPH’s decision to define vape cartridges as 
packages starting July 1, 2019 will have negative effects on the cannabis market because 
businesses will lose profit due to their current stock of cartridges becoming non-compliant. 
Brad Brenning: Mr. Brenning commented that there will be a cannabis equity summit 
happening in Oakland, California on April 26, 2019. 



 

 
  

  

    

   
 

     
 

  
  

     
    

 

 

   

 
  

  

 
 

 

 

6. Discussion and Possible Action on 2019 Meeting Recommendations 

The Committee discussed the recommendations for future Cannabis Advisory Committee 
meeting dates and locations. 

Committee Comment: 63 Comments 
Committee Member Wu commented that since there are only four meetings scheduled, the 
Committee should focus on issues and topics within its sphere of influence and not get bogged 
down with legislative or statutory issues that the Committee nor the licensing authorities have any 
control over. 
Chair Ferro commented that the Committee is statutorily required to meet at least four times a 
year and that is why only four meetings are shown on the recommendation handout. He added that 
his vision for this upcoming year would be to have as many meetings as necessary and to look into 
reconvening subcommittees. 
Vice Chair Todd responded that the Committee’s role is not just limited to discussing rules but 
to also “advise the licensing authorities in the development of standards and regulations, which 
would be rule-making, including best practices and guidelines that protects health and safety while 
ensuring the regulated environment for cannabis activity.” 
Committee Member Wu suggested adding a line in the beginning of the Handbook which 
explicitly states the Committee’s role. Vice Chair Todd responded that Business and Professions 
Code section 26014 is already included in the Handbook and spells out in more detail the expected 
role and responsibilities of the Committee. 
Committee Member Cermak asked whether the subcommittees from last year were disbanded 
or if they are still standing. Chair Ferro responded that the subcommittees were not standing and 
if the Committee wanted to reconvene them, they we need to be re-staffed and discuss what the 
subcommittees would be investigating. He added that he was not opposed to reconvening the 
subcommittees but wanted to address any issues before the Committee as a whole before bringing 
subcommittees back. 
Asst. Chief Counsel Colson added that the Handbook does provide the committee chair with the 
ability to establish subcommittees. 
Committee Member Bulbulyan commented that the subcommittees can be used more effectively 
now that the licensing authorities’ regulations have been adopted. He added that last year, there 
were a lot of  topics that  were  getting pushed off due to discussions surrounding the pending 
regulations and suggested that a couple of subcommittees be reconvened prior to the Committee’s 
next meeting in Los Angeles. 
Chair Ferro asked which subcommittees should be reconvened. Committee Member Bulbulyan 
responded that the three big topics being discussed in the industry right now are social equity, 
delivery issues, and laboratory testing and suggested that three subcommittees be created to 
address these topics prior to the Committee’s meeting in Los Angeles.  
Chair Ferro responded that a lot of the issues that were discussed last year also had to do with the 
administration that was in charge at the time and added that since there is a new governor and a 
new administration, it may be good for the Committee to have a discussion with them on issues 
and topics they would like to see addressed as well. 
Committee Member Bulbulyan responded that one of the restrictions of an advisory committee 
is that they can only discuss what is on the agenda. If the Committee was to wait until the Los 
Angeles meeting to place any of the above-mentioned issues on the agenda for the following 



 

    
 

  
 

    
   

  

   

  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

   

  

 

 
   

meeting, five to six months will have already passed without any discussion, which is unfair to the 
industry stakeholders and individuals who need answers now. 
Committee Member Wu commented that even though the regulations seem “final”, they are still 
a working product and are subject to change due to new legislation being passed. He asked how 
the Committee helps with that conversation going forward or if the Committee will even be able 
to have a conversation about the effects of the newly adopted regulations. Chair Ferro responded 
that the public will have a chance to comment on topics not on the agenda and the Committee will 
have a chance to place topics on the agenda for next meeting and that a discussion about the newly 
adopted regulations can be a topic if the Committee chooses. He added that there will be times 
where topics or issues come up in real-time that the Committee cannot address right away and 
encourage the public to contact the licensing authorities’ directly with feedback. 
Asst. Chief Counsel Colson agreed with Chair Ferro and added that the licensing authorities’ 
have e-mail addresses and phone numbers the public can call to provide feedback and that the 
licensing authorities’ read and listen to any information that is submitted. 
Committee Member Nevedal commented that she would like to see the cultivator subcommittee 
be reconvened. 
Committee Member Williams suggested that instead of Chair Ferro forming the subcommittees 
on his own, the Committee should approve the subcommittees through a motion. 
Committee Member Bulbulyan motioned to the Committee to create subcommittees for social 
equity, delivery, laboratory testing, and native nations and to have the subcommittees meet and 
provide feedback to the full committee at the next meeting in Los Angeles. 
Committee Member Sweeney asked if Committee Member Bulbulyan would be amenable to 
adding a subcommittee on youth and public health as suggested by Committee Member Cermak. 
Committee Member Bulbulyan amended his motion to include a subcommittee on youth and 
public health. 
Committee Member Sweeney seconded the motion. 
Committee Member Nevedal asked that a subcommittee on cultivation be added to the motion. 
Committee Member Bulbulyan accepted the suggestion and amended his motion. Committee 
Member Sweeney seconded the amended motion. 
Asst. Chief Counsel Colson asked Committee Member Bulbulyan to clarify the motion. 
Committee Member Bulbulyan responded that the motion is to create six subcommittees: social 
equity, delivery, cultivation, laboratory testing, and tribal involvement in the cannabis industry 
and to have the subcommittees meet prior to the Committee’s next meeting in Los Angeles and 
present their findings and their recommendations at the Los Angeles meeting. 
Chair Ferro commented that the sixth subcommittee was to be on youth and public health. 
Vice Chair Todd asked why the chair cannot just reconstitute the previous subcommittees and the 
members who served on them before serve on them again. Committee Member Bulbulyan 
commented there are some subcommittees that did not exist before that are being suggested now.  
Chair Ferro suggested that Committee Member Bulbulyan amend his motion to state that if an 
established [sub]committee existed prior, that the Committee reconstitutes that [sub]committee 
and if necessary, create a new [sub]committee. 
Committee Member Bulbulyan amended his motion to establish six subcommittees: social 
equity, delivery, cultivation, laboratory testing, tribal involvement, and public health and youth. If 
the subcommittees previously existed, they will be reconstituted. If they do not exist, they will be 
created, and all subcommittees will meet prior to the next Committee meeting in Los Angeles and 



  

  
 

 
 

   

   

 
 

  
 

 
 

   

  

 
 

 

  
 

 

 

   
 

   

will present their findings and/or recommendations at the Los Angeles meeting. Committee 
Member Sweeney seconded the amended motion. 
Committee Member Cermak suggested that no date be placed on when the subcommittees meet, 
especially since setting the date so soon may place a burden on Bureau staff in finding venues to 
fit all the subcommittees. 
Committee Member Nicchitta asked if the motion being discussed is consistent with the process 
laid out in the Committee’s Handbook. 
Chair Ferro commented that there needs to be some flexibility when planning these subcommittee 
meetings due to logistics on the back end. He added that he is committed to seeing these 
subcommittees meet but asks  that there be  some time  to formulate what the scope of each 
subcommittee would be. 
Committee Member Bulbulyan agreed with Chair Ferro regarding flexibility and commented 
that the three subcommittees that he wants to see meet before the next meeting are social equity, 
delivery, and laboratory testing. 
Committee Member Rahn commented that the subcommittees may not be fully prepared by next 
meeting to know what they will be discussing or investigating and asked how it would work if the 
subcommittees wanted to meet to determine the scope of the subcommittee and still be in 
compliance with Bagley-Keene. 
Asst. Chief Counsel Colson commented that under Bagley-Keene, if more than two committee 
members meet, the meeting must follow all requirements including notice deadlines and posting 
of agendas. 
Committee Member Rahn suggested that instead of having full subcommittee meetings, the 
Committee chooses a chair and vice chair for each subcommittee and the chairs and vice chairs 
discuss what the subcommittees will be investigating. Asst. Chief Counsel Colson responded that 
would be fine as long as each subcommittee’s chair and vice chair of only talk to their respective 
subcommittee member and no one else. 
Committee Member Cermak questioned if the subcommittee chair could assign topics to smaller 
groups within the subcommittee to investigate and report back to the entire subcommittee as a 
whole. Chair Ferro responded that the Handbook doesn’t currently allow subcommittee chairs to 
delegate to other subcommittee members.  
Committee Member Rahn commented that for efficiency, a chair and vice chair for each 
proposed subcommittee should be chosen today, and if that chair and vice chair deem it necessary 
to have a full subcommittee meeting between now and the next Committee meeting in Los 
Angeles, that they let Bureau staff know as soon as possible. 
Committee Member Bulbulyan responded that he only wants one meeting scheduled between 
now and the next Committee meeting in Los Angeles. He added that the subcommittees can be 
conducted like they were previously—with subcommittees meeting either in the morning or in the 
afternoon on one day. 
Chair Ferro suggested that the subcommittees meet the day before the full Committee meeting to 
make it easier on Bureau staff when finding venues. 
Committee Member Nevedal commented that having a cultivator subcommittee meeting in Los 
Angeles would prohibit a lot of cultivators from attending since most of the cultivation operations 
are in Northern California, particularly in the Emerald Triangle. 
Committee Member Heidelbach-Teramoto asked if there were some subcommittees that did not 
need to reconvene and if so, can the subcommittees on topics such as delivery or tribal issues be 
put in their place. Chair Ferro responded that he was not planning to reconvene all the 



 

 
 

   

    

  
 

  

 
 

    

  

  
 

 

 
 

 
  

   

  

    
   

  
 

  

subcommittees and repeated his suggestion of having a two-day event where the subcommittees 
meet the day before the full committee meeting. 
Committee Member Leff commented that he would prefer that the topics members want the 
subcommittees to investigate be discussed by the full Committee first and that the subcommittees 
stay limited in scope because members may have interest various topics but will only be able to 
attend one subcommittee meeting if all the meetings happen on one day. 
Committee Member Bulbulyan responded that he understands the difficulties of having a 
cultivator subcommittee in a location where the majority of cultivators do not reside and stated 
that he is only focused on deliver, social equity, and laboratory testing because those issues are 
priority in Los Angeles right now. 
Vice Chair Todd asked if the Committee can establish which subcommittees can meet and then 
she later can solicit volunteers for each subcommittee. Asst. Chief Counsel Colson responded 
that members should express their interest for a subcommittee during an open meeting and then 
Vice Chair Todd can make the final appointments to each subcommittee after the public meeting. 
Committee Member Bulbulyan amended his motion to now be “create subcommittees on equity, 
delivery, and testing, and for those subcommittees to meet prior to the next meeting in Los Angeles 
at any time, either the day before or sometime in between, and for those subcommittees to present 
their recommendations at the next Committee meeting in Los Angeles.” 
Asst. Chief Counsel Colson requested clarification if Committee Member Bulbulyan was 
withdrawing his initial motion and reconstituting it to what he just said. Committee Member 
Bulbulyan responded that was correct. Committee Member Sweeney seconded the motion. 
Committee Member Bulbulyan asked if the Committee is still discussing his current motion. 
Chair Ferro responded that additional discussion can continue once the motion has been voted 
on. 
Asst. Chief Counsel Colson commented that instead of making motions to reconvene 
subcommittees, the Committee can go around the table and each member state the top three 
subcommittees they would like to see meet before the next meeting and which subcommittee, if 
any, they have interest in serving on. At that point, Chair Ferro would determine which 
subcommittees will reconvene before the next meeting in Los Angeles based upon everyone’s 
input. Vice Chair Todd would then appoint members to each subcommittee based on committee 
members expressing interest. 
Committee Member Bulbulyan responded that equity and delivery issues are prime concerns in 
Los Angeles which is why he is pushing for those subcommittees to meet prior to the next 
Committee meeting. He added that he is open to hearing what the other members think but that he 
would like to see subcommittees on equity, delivery, and testing meet before the next Committee 
meeting in Los Angeles. 
Committee Member Wu commented that everyone is going to have different opinions on what 
topics need to be top priority and suggested that before the Committee decides to reconvene or 
create subcommittees, the licensing authorities give a “State of the State” address where the 
Committee and the public can be updated on what is working in the industry regarding regulations. 
Committee Member Nicchitta commented that the Committee can waste a lot of time getting 
hung up on these discussions because it is a large committee with 22 members. He added that these 
procedural issues of setting up subcommittees and meeting times should be left up to the committee 
chair. 



 
 

 

 
 

 
  

     

 
 

 

  

 
   

     

     

     

     

      

 
     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

Public Comment: 3 Comments 
Paul Hansbury: Mr. Hansbury commented that the microbusiness subcommittee should be 
reconvened as well. 
Susan Tibbon: Ms. Tibbon urged the Committee to not forget about the rural counties in Northern 
California, particularly the Emerald Triangle. 
Patricia Horst: Ms. Horst expressed her support for reconvening the subcommittee on social 
equity and added that the industry cannot move forward unless all of the folks rise together. 

Additional Committee Comment: 7 Comments 
Chair Ferro asked that the motion be read back for the Committee. The motion was read back as 
“Reconvene or create subcommittees on equity, laboratory testing, and delivery, and have the 
subcommittees meet prior to the full advisory committee meeting in Los Angeles.” Committee 
Member Bulbulyan indicated that was correct. 
Committee Member Rahn commented that from his local government perspective, there should 
be discussion regarding enforcement and public safety. Chair Ferro responded that the Committee 
should vote on the current motion on the table before discussing any more motions. 

Roll call was taken, the motion to reconvene or create subcommittees on equity, laboratory testing, 
and delivery, and have the subcommittees meet prior to the full advisory committee meeting in 
Los Angeles passed on a 11-6 vote. 1 committee member abstained. 

Avis Bulbulyan ✓ 
Timmen Cermak ✓ 
Matt Clifford ✓ 
Bill Dombrowski ✓ 
Jeff Ferro ✓ 
Kristin Heidelbach-
Teramoto 

✓ 

Eric Hirata ✓ 
Alice Huffman ✓ 
Catherine Jacobson ✓ 
Arnold Leff ✓ 
Kristin Lynch ✓ 
Kristin Nevedal ✓ 
Joe Nicchitta ✓ 
LaVonne Peck ✓ 
Matt Rahn ✓ 
Keith Stephenson ✓ 
James Sweeney ✓ 
Tamar Todd ✓ 

NAME YEA NAY ABSTAIN ABSENT RECUSAL 



      

     

     

     

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

  

 
   

     

     

     

     

      

 
     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

      

Helena Williams ✓ 
David Woolsey ✓ 
Ben Wu ✓ 
Beverly Yu ✓ 

Chair Ferro asked if members had any other motions they would like to put forward under this 
agenda item. 
Committee Member Rahn motioned to reconvene the subcommittee on enforcement and public 
safety. Committee Member Bulbulyan seconded the motion. 

Additional Public Comments:1 Comment 
Leslie Hine: Mr. Hine expressed support for reconvening the subcommittee on enforcement and 
public safety and added that there is a growing problem with counterfeit vape pens being falsely 
labeled with results claiming that they have passed testing requirements.  

Roll call was taken, the motion to reconvene the subcommittee on enforcement and public safety 
passed on a 13-5 vote. 

NAME YEA NAY ABSTAIN ABSENT RECUSAL 
Avis Bulbulyan ✓ 
Timmen Cermak ✓ 
Matt Clifford ✓ 
Bill Dombrowski ✓ 
Jeff Ferro ✓ 
Kristin Heidelbach-
Teramoto 

✓ 

Eric Hirata ✓ 
Alice Huffman ✓ 
Catherine Jacobson ✓ 
Arnold Leff ✓ 
Kristin Lynch ✓ 
Kristin Nevedal ✓ 
Joe Nicchitta ✓ 
LaVonne Peck ✓ 
Matt Rahn ✓ 
Keith Stephenson ✓ 
James Sweeney ✓ 
Tamar Todd ✓ 
Helena Williams ✓ 



     

     

     

 
 

 

    

  

 
  

  
  

 
  

 

  

  
    

 
 

 
 

 

 

David Woolsey ✓ 
Ben Wu ✓ 
Beverly Yu ✓ 

Additional Committee Comment: 12 Comments 
Committee Member Cermak motioned to reconvene the public health and youth subcommittee 
and that it meets at a time to be determined by Chair Ferro and the subcommittee chair. 
Committee Member Nevedal commented that she would be willing to second the motion if 
Committee Member Cermak was amenable to adding reconvening the subcommittee on 
cultivation to his motion. 
Committee Member Cermak rejected Committee Member Nevedal’s friendly amendment 
because he wants to see if the Committee as whole supports the idea of a public health and youth 
subcommittee by itself. 
Committee Member Rahn seconded the motion. 
Vice Chair Todd commented that she voted no on reconvening the subcommittees because she 
feels the Committee is not using the right process, not because she doesn’t believe the 
subcommittees do not need to meet. She added that instead of going one by one and making 
motions, the reconvening and staffing of subcommittees should be left to the committee chair and 
vice chair, and the members should provide input on which subcommittees should meet and which 
subcommittees they would like to serve on. 
Committee Member Nicchitta agreed with Vice Chair Todd  and added that the Committee 
spends so much time on these procedural issues and for the sake of operational efficiency and to 
allow the public time to voice their concerns, the Committee should follow the processes outlined 
in the Committee’s Handbook. 
Committee Member Lynch agreed with Committee Member Nicchitta and Vice Chair Todd 
and expressed that voting no on this motion does not mean that a subcommittee on public health 
and youth cannot be reconvened at a later time. 
Committee Member Cermak commented that he will withdraw his motion if Chair Ferro 
assures him that a subcommittee on public health and youth will be reconvened. Chair Ferro 
assured that he will reconvene the subcommittee when it is appropriate.  
Committee Member Cermak withdrew his motion to reconvene the subcommittee on public 
health and youth. Chair Ferro assured that he will also reconvene the subcommittee on cultivation 
as well. 

7. Public Comment on Items Not on the Agenda 

Public Comment: 8 Comments 
Susan Tibbon: Ms. Tibbon urged the Committee to impanel a subcommittee to evaluate the 
regulations and determine if there is room to reinterpret the statute in such a way as to 
incentivize operators and make the regulations less onerous without compromising health and 
safety. 
Dale Schafer: Mr. Schafer asked the Committee to discuss the definitions for “final product” 
versus “final packaging” as it relates to manufactured cannabis goods. 
Scott Judd: Mr. Judd expressed concern with the delays for receiving growers permits from 
local jurisdictions and these delays are costing operators money because they are paying rent on 
spaces that they cannot use. 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 

   

 

 
 

 

 
 

Paul Hansbury: Mr. Hansbury agreed with the previous comments urging the Committee to 
evaluate the regulations and how they are adversely affecting smaller communities, especially 
the rural counties in Northern California. 
Kelly Giavano: Ms. Giavano expressed concern that the smaller operators are being 
overshadowed by the bigger corporations. 
Public Commenter: Commented that small farmers and operators are hitting roadblocks and are 
not able to enter the market even though they are the ones that are being active and ensuring 
safety in their soil and cultivation practices. 
Public Commenter: Commented that there needs to be more done to help small businesses. 
Paul Hansbury: Mr. Hansbury thanked the Committee for their work and urged licensing 
authorities to take the Committee’s recommendations more seriously and look at their 
interpretations of the statute instead of stating that something is a “statutory issue”. 

8. Discussion on Future Agenda Items and Possible Action on Creating Next Meeting’s 
Agenda 

Committee Comment: 11 Comments 
Vice Chair Todd suggested that the committee should discuss the topics or issues for the 
subcommittees meeting prior to the committee meeting in Los Angeles. 
Committee Member Wu suggested the licensing authorities give an update on how their 
respective programs are doing and provide data regarding industry trends and information from 
Track-and-Trace. Asst. Chief Counsel Colson responded that all three licensing authorities have 
licensee searches that can be accessed by anyone at any time. She added that specifically for 
Track-and-Trace, statute actually makes that information non-disclosable to the public. 
Committee Member Cermak questioned if the Committee needs to set an agenda now or if that 
is left up to the Chair. Asst. Chief Counsel Colson responded that the chair has the ability to set 
the agenda. 
Chair Ferro commented that he will be working with Bureau staff and Vice Chair Todd in the 
coming weeks on agendas for both the Committee and subcommittee. He added that if there is a 
need for an emergency or special meeting prior to the next meeting in Los Angeles, he can 
convene that as well. 
Committee Member Nicchitta suggested that representatives from cities that have move 
forward with their licensing process such as Long Beach and Los Angeles speak and also have a 
representative from the Los Angeles County Health Department. 
Committee Member Leff suggested discussion on the Northern California Emerald Triangle 
issues. 
Vice Chair Todd commented that the Committee needs to determine what topics the 
subcommittees will be discussing prior to the Los Angeles advisory committee meeting. She 
added that that agendas cannot be vague because that is against Bagley-Keene. Asst. Chief 
Counsel Colson agreed and added that the subcommittees’ agendas must meet the same 
requirements as a full committee agenda.  
Chair Ferro commented that he will try to get three topics for each subcommittee to address. 



 

 

Public Comment: 5 Comments 
Kelly Giavano: Ms. Giavano urged the Committee to address the banking issues in the cannabis 
industry as well as internet platforms such as Weedmaps advertising unlicensed businesses. 
Patrick Griffin: Mr. Griffin asked the Committee to discuss initiating a program that helps 
people through the licensing process. 
Dale Schafer: Mr. Schafer requested the Committee create a subcommittee on environmental 
impacts of the current cannabis industry. 
Susan Tibbon: Ms. Tibbon agreed with previous comments about the need to discuss the 
cannabis industry’s environmental impact and asked the Committee focus on the small operators 
who are taking care of the land. 
Public Commenter: Asked that the subcommittee on enforcement and public safety be added to 
the next agenda. 

Adjournment: 12:31PM 
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